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COMMUNICATIONS. 


FOR THE MAGAZINE, 
aw 


Mr. Enrror,—An aged friend some few years since, 





lent me for perusal the following original letter, which |! 


was written by a clergyman in a neighbouring state in 
answer to one communicated to him bya lady. I have 
taken the liberty to communicate it for the Magazine, 
hopiug that you will pass it in review, as there appears 
to he some objectionable parts ; such for instance as the 
number of “ invited guests” and “‘ our particular cercle,” 
which must undoubtedly mean the circle of Calvin, or 
Armenius, or Hopkins, or some other limitarian. But 
the prophet Isaiah gives us a different account oi this 
‘* particular circle’—he says it is made for all; thus— 
‘And in this mountain shall the Lord of hosts make 
unto all people a feast of fat things, a feast of wines on 
the lees; of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the 
jJees well refined.” And as the proclamation, ‘1 will 
and you shall,” has never been revoked, Il think we may 
safely conclude, that the * particular circle”? embraces 
all human nature. Therefore 

‘* Fre morning stars creation sang, 

‘The eternal purpose was complete ; 

Nor can the idle whims of man, 

His universal love defeat.” 


~~ RUST-ICUS. 
A MARRIAGE FESTIVAL. 

Mapam,—In an accompaniment of your letter, I find 
a picturesque description of a fashionable ball in the 
neighbourhood of A , giving an account of the mar- 
riage of Mr. S to Miss R , ** the accommodations 
rendered splendid and sublime by all that art and taste 
could imagiae. Fancy and ornament combined their 
powers. Three hundred silver candlesticks and an in- 
finite number of lamps poured their lights upon thirty 
mirrors, which faithfully reflected what they received, 
in softest brightness through the several apartments and 
their variegated scenery ; the deserts were delicious; ex- 
hibited in a style of elegance and grandeur. The mu- 
sic and amusements were enchanting and transporting.” 
This must have been a scene highly delightful to a man 
of the world, and to a daughter of worldly pleasure and 
taste. But B , it lasted but one short night; nay, 
it blushed to meet the sun, rising, as if conscious that 
that little lamp would tarnish all its glory. ‘The ladies 
returned at three and the gentlemen at five; probably 
both resolved to take their revenge upon the disturber 
of nightly plea-ure, by despising Lis charms, uli they 
should begin to be cast in the evening hemisphere. 

The reading this description suggested to me the 
thought of attempting a marriage festival, for which pre- 
parations has been making from time to time ; and par- 
tial descriptions given of what is there to be exhibited. 
To this festival i have the honor to be invited as a guest, 
and am invested with authority of inviting others, I 
have heard a little and imagined more, of this transport- 
ing theme. But could I correctly paint both on paper, 
the one half would not be told you. This festival is to 
be exhibited at seats on a palace whose length & breadth 
are twelve tgousand furlongs, and its height and stories 
proportionably elevated. It stands upon a foundation 
of twelve different kinds of precious stones of variegat- 
ed hue, arranged with so much art as to throw an en- 
chanting lustre ; all producing such a flood of splendour 
as makes it impossible for men or angels to describe. — 
in this palace there are twelve avenues, all paved with 
gold, leading to gates of pearl; each gate is one entire 
pearl, neither fractured nor divided. The flooring of 
the palace is all pure gold, as it were transparent glass. 
The eciliug of the house is all of jasper. The particular 














| apartments, the hangings, the ornaments, ] cannot pre- 


sin 


' tend to describe to you. If they bear any customary 
| proportion to the splendid richness of the exterior, what 
must they be? O ict us be ambitious to go and see.— 
Of the guests that are invited, I can give you no exact 
account; and a still more imperfect, of those who will 
accept of our particular circle, Where were long ago 
én hundred and forty and four thensand, who had ac- 
cepted the invitation ; among these are kings & queens, 
princes and princesses, nobles and their daughters, 
priests and prophets. Since then the number of invit- 
ing servants have increased; and they have been with 
notes of invitation to more distant climes, and though 
they often meet with the accents, I pray thee have me 
excused, through indisposition, want of taste, and triv- 
ial engagements of those to whom they apply ; yet up- 
on the surest ground, I can assure you there will be 
such a numerous collection that no man can number 
them. Of the dress of the guests I cannot give you a 
full descriptlon, four particulars only have come to my 
knowledge. Their raiment is to be of wrought gold, 
with much elegant and delicate needle-work ; and their 
general splendour will be as though they were clo- 
thed with the sun, and crowned with a crown of stars. 
Their principal glory and beaufy, and excellence, is in 
their sweetness of disposition, the elvation of their minds, 
the purity of their hearts, and the entire perfection of 
souls. They are all glorious; not one worthless char- 
acter will be amongst them, not one who will be watch- 
ing to make unfriendly remarks, not one to make dis- 
tance and resource necessary. The music on the occa- 
sion is to be of all kinds of instruments, softened by an 
innumereble multitude of harmonious voices, so dispos- 
ed as to make one perfect whole in the full tide of 
sounds upon the enraptured ear; its song is already pre- 
pared, and the performers are practising upon it in their 
several apartments, with reference to its festival. Oh 
B , what will be the effect when they shal] perform 
it in full. The entertainments and deserts I have not 
touched apon; yet these donbtles» will be in harmony 
with the rest of the exhibition. But the principal] ob, 
ject, the glory of the whole is yet unnamed ; this is the 
Bridegroom, him I dare not attempt to describe. 1 can 
only say he is the chief among ten thousand and alto- 
gether lovely. Such inconceivable light, lustre and 
glory continually emanates from his divine person. The 
exterior of the palace needs no other light, the most dis- 
tant corners are illuminated by his rays; and my dear 
friend there is this peculiar circumstance to give an in- 
terest to this festival—every guest has a share in the 
heart and affections of this glorions Bridegroom, and all 
cou bined in a mystical body, they will constitute that 
happy Bride for whom all this glory is prepared. This 
festival commenced will never close, will never tire ; 
no rising nor setting suns will snmmons a dispersion. — 
Pleasure more awd more exalted and refined will be 
continually springing up; the celestial Bridegroom will 
feed and lead them to living fountains of delight ; and 
all oecasions of sorrow will forever cease. My friend, 
shall earthly festivals, and streams of pleasure, which 
when compared with this are but as the glow-worm in 
the light of day, so interest our passions, or engage our 
hearts, to banish this from our thoughts, or hinder om 
assiduous attention to be suitably attired and ornament- 
ed, that we may be hailed as welcome guests? I hop« 

to receive this honor and happiness. There I hope t:. 
see the name of C in al] its branches ; there J hops 














to meet the circle you have known bere enlarged by | 
those youn have neyer Known. 


Let us keep the scene habitually in view, and let ou: 
devotions and energies be wisely directed, to procure 
to ourselves a share in its festivities ; and when from 
time to time we take a part in the innocent festivals 
and amusements of the world, let the fruit be to learn 
the vanity of these fluctuating joys, and elevate our de- 
sires and endeavours of those unfading pleasures whick 
flow from God's right hand. 


So 


FOR THE MAGAZINY¥. 
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A LETTER 
ADDRESSED TO BELIEVERS IN ETERNAL MISERY. 


CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 118, 


CurisTiAN BretTuren,—After the considerations 
which I last named are duly weighed in the mind, I 
think it must appear evident to every unprejudiced per- 
son, that the preaching of this doctrine of eternal mise- 
ry always will be attended with consequences, delete- 
rious to the best interests of mankind ; and has been the 
means of preventing the more general reception of the 
christian religion, Every principle of our religion is 
calculated to enhance the rational felicity of mankind ; 
and when it is preached in its purity must have its de- 
sired effect, Then when we reflect upon the unhappy 
consequences which have attended this doctrine where- 
ever it has been preached, we are led very strongly to 
doubt its divine authenticity. It must appear evident 
to every reflecting mind that the objections which are 
brought against our religion by Atheists, Deists, and its 
opposers in general, do not touch the principles which 
were taught by the inspired writers, but the corruption 
of these principles. The doctrine of the vicarious suf- 
ferings of Jesus Christ, which has been built up upon the 
the literal interpretation of some passages of scripture 
which the inspired writers must have written in a sl 
rative style, has been rejected with abhorrence by men 
of erudition and sound sense, who, not sufficiently ex- 
amining the scriptures, have supposed that this unnatu- 
ral and inconsistent idea was contained in them. Now 
had it been known that the love of God to sinners was 
the canse of the coming of Jesus Christ, the christian 
religion would not have suffered violence by the contra- 
ry idea. So with the doctrine of eternal misery. Peo- 
ple cannot reconcile the idea with the infinite beneyo- 
lence of God ; because, believing in his prescience, they 
say that he wonld not create a being who would re- 
ceive an infinite injury in consequence of his existence. 
This is a very rational conclusion; and, therefore, the 
scriptures have been rejected ; in consequence of which 
we should be extremely careful to mainiain nothing but 
the pure doctrines of christianity. 

These considerations certainly should induce us to 
be vigilant in defending truth, and in keeping the doc- 
trine of the scriptures separated from the commandments 
and doctrines of men; for not only do we prevent men 
from coming to a knowledge of the-truth by not pre- 
serving this distinction, but we render our own worship 
vain, by worshipping an imaginary Deity, or in other 
words, by worshipping God in a character by which he 
vill not be known. Our Saviour had occasion to ask 

he Pharisees, “Why do ye transgress the command- 
nent of God by your traditions?” ‘ Ye hypocrites ! 
well did Esaias prophecy of you, saying, this people 
'raweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth 
me with their lips ; but their heart is far from me. Bot 
in vain do they woerehip me, teaching for doctrines the 
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com nandments of men,.”’——Matt. xv. 7,8, 9. At ano- 
ther time Jesus declared to the same people, ‘1 will 


‘have mercy.”’— Matt. ix, 13. 


But it-may be thought proper that I should notice 
come of the passages of scripture which are used to es- 
tablish the doctrine which I have endeavoured to refute, 
and have said is not the doctrine of the bible. The 
reader may perhaps say, is not the word everlasting ap- 
plied to the duration of punishment? And is not the 
word eternal used for the same purpose? We answer, 
yes. These words are found in the following parts of 
the bible: Jude 6,7; Mark iii. 2°; 2 Thes. i. 7—9; 
Dan. xii. 2; Matt. xviii. 8, 25, 41; Isaiah xxxiii, 14. 
Now we ask, will these passages contradict any other 
portion of the sacred testimony? No; then the inspi- 
ted writers did not mean to convey the idea of punish- 
ment without end. In order to obviate the difficulty 
which appears to embarrass us, we will quote a few 
passages from the scriptures in which these words are 
used so that they cannot mean endless duration. And 
if the sacred penman used the words from which these 
are translated to convey the duration of things which 
have long since come to an end, how do we know but 
that they always used them for the same meaning?— 
And again, when we find these words, if interpreted in 
this way, directly opposed to the manifest meaning of 
scriptures which cannot be unmeaningly misunderstood, 
we must suppose there has been given to them a mean- 
ing contrary to that which was originally intended,— 
But says the objector, can you produce any scriptures 
where terms are used so that they cannot imply end- 
less duration? Yes,wecan. See Ex. xl. 15; ‘* And 
thou shalt anoint them, as thou didst anoint their father, 
that they minister unto me in the priest’s office; for 
their anointing shall surely be an ererlasting priesthood 
throughout their generation.” Levit. xvi. 34; ** And 
this shall be an everlasting statute unto you, to make 
an atonement for the children of Israel, for all their sins, 
once ayear.”? Now let us see what St. Paul says about 
this priesthood ‘If, therefore, perfection were by the 
Levitical priesthood,(for under it the people received the 
law) what further need was there that another priest 
should arise after the order of Melchisedek, & not be caJ- 
led after the order of Aaron? For the priesthood being 
changed, there is made of necessity a change also of 
the law. For he of whom these things are spoken per- 
taineth to another tribe, of which no man gave attend- 
ance atthe altar. For it is evident our Lord sprang 
out of Juda; of which tribe Moses spake nothing con- 
cerning priestliood. And it is yet far more evident ; 
for that after the similitude of Melchisedeck there aris- 
uth another priest, who is made, not after the law of a 
ecrnal commandment, but after the power of an endless 
tife.’"—Heb. vii. 11—17. What could be argued more 
-trangely than the apostle here argues the abolition of 
the Levitical priesthood? Again, in Heb. iii 6; ** The 
everlasting mountains were scattered, the perpetual 
ills did bow.”? Can these words imply endless dura- 
tion ? 

It is somewhat remarkable that St. Luke does not 
use the word aionion, or everlasting in connexion with 
‘he misery of the wicked in his gospe]. St, Mark uses 
‘t only once; and in the gospel of St. John and all his 
«pisUles it is not to be found once in that connexion.— 
“(. Pau) does not mention everlasting destruction but 
ence, though his writings form so considerable a part of 
the New Testament. Such words are not found in the 
*pistle of St. James and St, Peter. They are found 
out three times in the gospel of St. Matthew, and but 
twice in the Old Testament. But were these words 
used only once in the whole bible, and must remain in 
‘ull force according to the general acceptation of them, 
we would not attempt to refute the doctrine of eternal 
misery. But as we know that these words are used in 
sonnexion 80 that they cannot mean endless duration 
we deem it our duty to show how little support people 
ave for this doctrine, which is so repugnant to the be- 
aerolence of God, to the general tenor of the scriptures, 
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to the nature of the gospel dispensation, and to the de- 
sign of the Saviour’s mission. 

The words forever and forever and ever are also used 
in connexion with the punishment of the wicked; but 
they are also used in connexion where they cannot im- 
ply endless duration. The reader is referred to the 
following passages:—Gen. xiii. 15; 2 Chron. x. 75 2 
Kings v. 27; Gen. Ixiii. 9; Ixiv. 32; Exodus xii. 14; 
xxi. 6; xxviii, 43; xxxi. 17; Levit. vi. 13; Numb. x. 
8; 1 Sam..ii. 30. 

As it appears very evident, christian brethren, that 
this doctrine of eternal misery has been a means of 
preventing a more general reception of the christivn re- 
ligion, let us study the scriptures with an earnest de- 
sire to attain a correct knowledge of them, that we may 
govern our lives by the principles which they contain, 
that our worship may not be in vain, (for certainly we 
cannot benefit God by the worship which we pay to 
him ; it was designed for our own happiness ; therefore, 
if we believe him to possess a character which keeps 
us in continual dread of him, the great end of our wor- 
ship is lost, and we worship in vain,) and that we may 
not ‘puta stumbling block or an occasion to fall in 
our brother’s way.”” And as this doctrine has been a 
** stumbling block,” let us take it away. Isaiah says, 
“‘ Cast ye up, cast ye up, prepare the way, take up the 
stumbling block out of the way of my people. For 
thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eter- 
nity, whose name is holy, | will dwell in the high and 
holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and hum- 
ble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to re- 
vive the heart of the contrite ones. For I will not con- 
tend forever, neither will I be always wroth; for the 
spirits should fail before me, and the souls which I have 
made.”—Isaiah lvij. 14—16.. Ww. 
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TO ee L*#**#**% 99 

PeAR Sin,—I am sorry that my late letter to the 
Editor, contained any misrepresentations of the senti- 
ments in your communication of Dec. 20th. 

You thus point out my first mistake: ‘+ I would, in 
the first place, inform B*****, what he must have be- 
fore perceived, that | consider the term, Lord, to be the 
same as Jehovah, or Father.”> By the by, you ought 
not to have said all this; it was ungenerous in you to 
insinuate that J: perceived your meaning to be different 
from what | represented it ; it was unworthy that good- 
ness of heart, which | esteemed in your former com- 
munications. I shall endeavour not to misrepresent you 
again; but must apprize you, that after all you have now 
added in explanation of your meanirg, | am by no 
means confident that | perfectly understand it.. Do 
you mean that éhe Lord (i.e. the Lord Jesus Christ) is 
the same asthe Father, in every respect, so that there 
are not two, in any sense? For an example to illus- 
trate my meaning; suppose a man has two names, and 
is called by either with equal propriety ; so, do you 
mean that the term, Lord [Jesus Christ] and the term, 
Father, designate but one being, person or agent, with 
no difference or distinction in nature or condition ?— 
Either this was your meaning, or I did neither mistake 


self from being understood ? 








nor misrepresent it; for if, you allow that there is any 
distinction between the Lord and the Father, it is but | 
tautology to say that you allow they are, in some re-} 
spect, distinci from each other. 

But if you believe that ‘he Lord is entirely the seime 
as the Father, why do you speak of him and the Father 
astwo? See your communication of Dec. 20th ; ‘In 
the other state, [the divine human] he [ihe Lord] de- 
clared that all power was given him in heaven and on 
earth; that the Father was in him, und be in the Fath- 
er; that the Father and he were one; that whosoever 
saw him, saw the Father also ; that all things belonging 
to bis Father, were his.’ Now, sir, is it proper to say 








\ his Father, if he were the Father? Or ‘the Father} 
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and he,’ if both are merely names of one? For exam- 
ple ; it is said that the original name of John Calvin 
was John Cauvin; would it be proper to say that John 
Calvin and Jolin Cauvin were born in Noyon, &. and 
that whoever saw John Cauvin, saw Jolin Calvin also ? 
In short, I appeal to you, sir, Is not the phraseology in 
which you have stated this subject, all too vague and 
obscure ? 

My second mistake, you notice in these words :— 
6 B*¥*#** js informed that I do not consider the divine 
ind material humanities, as he seems to suy pose, ad- 
ditional natures, incorporaied with the Lord.” Here 
then, I would inquire whether the Lord is simply the 
livine humanity which be had from the Father, i. e. 
from himself? Ifso, why did you distinguish between 
them by saying, ** the Lord had a divine humanity from 
the Father? Does all this phraseology mean nothing 
more than that the divine humanity Aad a divine hu- 
manity from the Father, i.e. from itself? But if on 
the contrary, you mean, as I still think you do, that 
the Lord is something besides either one or both of the 
humanities, you cannot avoid acknowledging that the 
humanities were additional natures belonging to the 
Lord. You say indeed that the civine humanity con- 
sists of the divinity of the Lord; but the question is, 
Does it comprise the whole of the divine nature of the 
Lord, so that this humanity and the Lord, the Triune 
God, is the same? 

My third mistake was in representing that you sup- 
posed the Lord Jesus Christ came into the world, and 
took the two humanities. Now, sir, if you do not mean 
that the Lord took the humanities, why do you indulge 
such expressions as these ; ** the Lord........ assumed by 
birth a material or infirm humanity ;” and * it [the di. 
vine humanity] was put on by the Lord”? 

Indeed, sir, when | review your several statements 
and illustrations, and compare them with your last ex- 
planations, I am utterly at a loss how to ascertain your 
meaning, with precision, im any passage. To give 
one instance, you inform me that, “ py saying that in 
the state of his infirm humanity” the Lotd * said, I cam 
do nothing of myself, &c. I had no idea that eny one 
could think that | intended that it was God himsell, or 
the Divinity, to whom this related, but merely the in- 
firm humanity of itself, without the divinity.” Yet, 
you will not deny that, in the passage alluded to, you 


asserted that it was the Lord (whom you call the Fa- 


ther, the Triune God) who said this. Will you permit 
me, sir, in the frankness of my heart, to suggest to you 
that by indulging expressions so inaccurate as even to 
oppose your meaning, you must forever prevent your- 
Trust me, I do not think 
meanly of your abilities, nor am | yet disposed to with- 
hold my esteem for the goodness of heart you have e- 
vinced ; but if this subject is so obscure that it cannot 
be stated in clear, appropriate and intelligible terms, a 


thousand years’ discussion would profit nobody. 


Your’s in. the Gospel of Truth, Bette, 
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‘Comfort ye my people, saith your God.” 

How consoling to the dying father is the idea, that 
but a little time will have to roll away, betore he shal] 
have to join his wife, Lis children, and his friends, in a 
petter state of existence, all encircled in the arms of a 
Saviour’s love! This is the consolation which the chris- 
tian religion is admirably calculated to give. O how 
must it make the true minister of God's word rejcice, 
when he goes to the sick chamber, and addresses the dy- 
ing mortal in the words of his Redeemer, * be of good 
cheer thy sins are forgiven thee”?! With what conti- 
dence can he commend him to that God, whom our 
Saviour directed us to address as ** our Father in heave 
en”! He can assure bim that our God * is goed unto 
all, and that his tender mercies are over al] his works.”? 
Now let us reverse the scene. Suppose one of those. 
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who believe in partial election, were to be called to the 
death bed, what consolation could he give a dying per- 
son? Would it not wound his soul to mention one 
word about that doctrine which he professes to believe ? 
At this time could he conscientiously preach his senti- 
ments? Where is the hard hearted man that would 
dare insult the mercy of his God, that would dare tres- 
pass upon the dying person’s feelings so much as to 
name this doctrine? Calvinists, if you can fancy your- 
seives to be of the elect you may believe yourdoctrine ; 
but never, never name it at the side of the death bed, 
RICHARDS, 
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From the Christian Watchman. 
wee 


SWEDENBORGIANISM. 

The North American Review for January 1821, con- 
tains a lengthy examination of the novel opinions of the 
Jate Emanuel Swedenborg, or ‘* the Doctrines of the 
New Jerusalem Church.’? A number of extracts are 
given from his writings, which the Reviewers consider 
as evidence that his principles are absurd, fabulous, and 
in a high degree visionary. ‘They close with the fol- 
lowing remarks 1— 

‘In the little progress that this new doctrine 
has made in our country, and throughout the 
christian world, we perceive no occasion for a- 
larm. Ifwe have given an account sufficiently 
full and fair of what is peculiar to it, it must be 
evident, we think, that it is a religion suited to 
a few, and afew only. Such vagaries, as make 


up a great part of the scheme, can never take | 
possession of a well-balanced mind ; and so great | 


is the demand which they make on our credull- 
tv, that the proselyting brethren of the new 
church generally begin their operations by re- 
commending to the enquirer such of the writ- 
ings of Swedenborg, as are least likely to excite 
merriment or disgust. His expositions of the 
commonly :eceived doctrines of christianity, in 
many cases seem to us the most probable, and 
in many they appear very irrational and absurd. 
But, as we before remarked, it is what is pecu- 
liar in his view of religion, that chieNy concerns 
us, and fornishes the true ground totry bis ex- 
afted pretensions. If in this trial he is not found 
wanting, we must give up all title tosound jndg- 
ment in weighing evidence, and with it all anx- 
iety about the progress of error, superstition 
and fanaticism: for if the understanding of all 
mystery and knowledge is to be attained in 
dreams and visions only, who would not abstract 
himself from the world, and commune by day 
and by night, with beings all pure, and perfect. 
and wise, in the world of spirits ?” 

But there is one opinion of Swendenborg, of which 
the Reviewers take no particular notie, ** that redemp- 
tion consisteth not in the vicarious sacrifice of the Re- 
deemer.”” For ourselves, we freely confess, that if ev- 
ery other part of the system were unobjectionable, the 
denial of the atonement would be suffc:ent to condemn 
his theory as altogether unsuitable to man ina state of 
guilt, obnoxious to punishment. Who, that feels him- 
selfa sinner, can receive a doctrine which denies the 


fact, that “‘ there is redemption through the blood of | 


Christ??? Who, that discovers the justice of God's law, 
and the equity of its holy senteuse, can believe that sin 
cen be forgiven without an »tonement? Who, that ac- 
knowledges the scriptures to be a revelation from God, 
can credit the denial of this truth, that the multitude 
which no man can number, redeemed from every nation 
and kindred, and people under heaven, will ascribe the 
glory of the salvation unto Him that loved them, and 
washed them from their sins in his own blood? If the 
doctrine of the vicarious sufferings of Christ be not true, 
the scriptures are no better than a feble, our hope is vain, 
we are yet in our sins, and those who have fallen asleep 
have perished. But we turn with horror from the pro- 
fane suggestion, believing that Christ actually died for 


i dy’s sake, which is the church.” It is furthermore ev- 
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our sins, according to the seriplures, and ever lives, a 
glorious Mediator and Intercessor, able to save. thro’ his 
atonement, the most guilty who believe in and obey him. 


We do not profess to be sufficiently acquainted with 
the scheme of Emanuel Swedenborg, either to justify or 
condemn it, and therefore we shall do neither. But we 
arte in duty bound to ca!l on the Christian Watchman 
to explain to us, what if means by the ricarious suffer- 
ings of Christ, and to show us the harmony of this sen- 
timent with the scriptures. We read nothing in the | 
word of God, concerning the vicarious sufferings of | 
Christ ; that is, we read of no such sufferinzs designated 
by this term. We hardly dare to explain the meaning 
of Editors in any way different from the most proper im- 
port of the words they use. But are we to believe that 
the editor or editors of the Christian Watchman, would 
give up the whole bible asw fable if the sufferings of 
Christ were not vi¢arrous? The meaning of the word 
ricarious signifies a substitute ; but did Chrig@B0ffer for 
us as a subslilute 2? 

There is something mysterious in the ito * Who 
that discovers the justice of God's law, and the equity 








of its holy sentence, can believe that sin cau be forgiv- 
en without atonement.”? Now if atonement mean vi- 
carious suffering, if it mean that Christ suffered in the 
sinner’s room and stead asa substitute, the question 
then returns; How can sin be forgiven if its full penalty 
be first inflicted on a substitute? We honestly say that | 
we cannot understand the propriety of connecting the | 
vicarious sufferings of Christ, with the idea of the for- | 
giveness of sin. 

But were this dificulty settled, there remains some- 
thing mere not less hard to understaud. If Christ suf- 
fered as a substitute for sinners, then he suffered the | 
same that sinners in justice ought to suffer. Now is this 
afact?) We know that sinners in justice suffer ,uilt of } 
conscience, self reproof, inward condemnation; did 
Christ suffer this? He could not suffer this, for he knew 
he was not guilty of any crime. And in fact if he had suf- 
fered this, it would not have been in our room and stead, 
for we know that we suffer this ourselves if we violste 
the law writtenin our heart. If we therefore suffer this, 
then Christ did not suffer it for us, as a substitute. A- 
gain, how long did Christ suffer? But a short time at 
the longest ; then if he were our substitute, and suffer- 





ed what we ought! in justice to suffer, we did not deserve 
to suffer but a short time. Do the editors of the Chris- 
tian Watchman know what they mean themselves? 
Furthermore ; if Christ suffered as a substitute for 
sinners, then it is plain that St. Paul also suffered as a 
suhstitue for sinners. See Col, i.24- ** Who now re- 
jeice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is 
behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his bo- 


ident, that if Christ suffered as a substitute, it is the du- 
iy of his disciples to suffer as substitutes too. See 1 
Peier ii. 20, 21; “For what glory is it, if when ye be 
buffeted for your faults ye shall take it patiently? But 
if when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patient- 
ly, this is acceptable with God. For even hereunto 
were ye called : because Christ also suffered for us, leav- 
ing us an example, that we should follow his steps.”°— 
Also, 1 John iit. 16, Wakefield’s translation. ‘* Here- 
by we understand what love is, since he laid down his 
life for us; and we ought to Jay down our lives for the 
brethren.’ It surely does not appear that the apostles 
had the least thought of the Saviour’s suffering as a sub- 
stitute for sinners But after all, suppose we allow this 
doctrine of substitution and believe. that Jesus suffered 
in the room and stead of sinners, is it reasonable then to 


. 


mean any thing, we humbiy request them to inform us 
what it is, in a plain and definite manner; for we are 
desirous of knowing what they mean, and would nof 
misrepresent their sentiments in the least. 


To the Editor of the Universalist Magazine, 

Rev. Sin,—While reading the 26th chapter of Levit- 
icus where the charge is given to the children of Israel, 
the following thought came into my mind, whether these 
punishments were to be inflicted by a special act cf tle 


| Almighty, or not; end with these, others naturally fc.- 


lowed of course, which were these, is man a free agent. 
or is he only an instrument in the hands of an agent ? 
Now sir, it being an established fact that every cause 
will produce its effect, and that an effect never did ex- 
ist without a cause; and if in consequence of man’s 
transgression, (as-a free agent) these punishments were 
inflicted by a special act of the Almighty, lask how 
God-can be called an unchangeable being? Is not maw 
the principle cause; and instead of God’s working al! 
things after the council of his own will, does he not 
work some thihgs according to the will of man? If st be 
said that man is only an instrument, and that God works 
within him, to will and to do of his own good pleasure, 
how can he be called a merciful God ? and what justice 
is there in compelling a man to act, ans! then punish hin 
for acting? Believing that you are a friend to truti 
end truth being my only aim, I submit this for your con 
sideration, that you may point out my errors, and en 
lighten my mind with the clear light of truth. As J] am 
an attentive reader of the Magazine, whatever favour 
you bestow, shall be thankfully received, and have eve 
ry attention paid to it, by Stttttc, 
Marblehead, January 1321. 


REPLY. 


THESE queries occupy ground which has been run~ 


over and over again thousands of times, by disputing 
thevlogiens, and after all remains in all the doubt an@ 
unceriainty in which it was when first entered. 

We should wish to maintain modesty respecting sen- 
timents which are difficult of themselves to be digested, 
and particularly so when the most discerning of all par- 
ties seem embarrassed on them; but more eo, a great 
deal, if those sentiments tend to any disparagement of 
the character of unsullied holiness. 

All profess to believe that God. worketh all things after 
the counsel of his own wi 1 It seems therefore that ali 
might agree that he works all things right, and for the 
best. How much agency, or how littlé ; whether any, 
philosophically speaking, or none, may be established 
in the economy of divine wisdom and goodness, is alto- 
gether immaterial with us, as long as we are the subjects, 
and not the ruler. If we are so much enlightened as te 
be confident of the wisdom, power, and goodness of our 
heavenly Father, in relation to all things which concern 
us, we are satisfied that if he gave us agency he gave it 
for our good, & that he will not be disappajnted ; or it he 
uses us only as the carpenier does his saw, it is for good, 
and that this will be the result. If God punishes by a 
special act, it is for the good of the punished ; if only 
according to established laws it is for the same be nevo- 


Jentend. Our rational sphere is to trust in God and. 


obey his commands, 
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MARRIED, 





In this town, by Rev. Mr. Ballou, Mr. Joseph Che~~ 


ney to Miss Nancy G. Cole. ; 
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DIED, 


In this town, Mrs. Susannah Page, aged 54. ~Horace, , 
son of William Lovering, jr.—Mirs. Ann Jenks, 83.— 


Mr. Elijah Jenkins, 27.—Mrs. Sarah Duncan, 73.-—Mr.. 


John Stanhope, 49.--Mrs. Elizabeth Somerby.—Capt. 
George Anderson, 45 —Mr. Warner Clafiiin, 40.— Miss 


believe that sinners are to suffer for themselves eternal] atilds 44 OF 
, Y | Ann Matilda Bartlett, 25. 


after their substitute has suffered for them and in their 
stead? St. Paulinfoms us that Jesus the mediator, gave 
himself a ransom for all men; and if this ransom was in 
the sense of vicarious suffering, then certainly none of 
the human family can be made to suffer for their own 
sins 

If the editors of the Watchman are in earnest, if they 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
ann 


THE ORTHODOX'S ADDRESS TO ST. PAUL. 


THOU saint in heav’n, enrob’d in white, 
Thy soul all love, thy mind all light, 

No glass obstructs thy visual beam, 
God’s counsels deep by thee are seen. 
Couldst thou be here with us below, 
‘And teach us all which thou dost know, 
Thy ministry on earth retrace, 

And mend each error of thy race ; 

With angel’s mind and seraph’s speed, 
Couldst thou thy long epistles read, 
With pen oblivious erase, 

And truth insert in errors place, 

Where would amendment first begin? 
Where grace abounds much more than sin: 
Was this an error of thy mind? 

Or slip to which thy pen inclin’d? 

Well, this eras’d—what fills its place ? 
O ! sin abounds much more than grace. 
Well mended this ; but what comes next? 
A worse, a more perplexing text, 

** Therefore as by offence of one, 
‘Damnation on al] men has come, 

By righteousness of one, indeed, 

Are all from condemnation freed.” 

With ink profuse these lines erase, 

Put something better in their place. 

+* For one offence the judgment fell, 

And al] men deom’d to endless hell, 

By righteousness of one who died, 

A few are freely justified.” 

This makes it clear; but strange to find, 
To error oft thy pen inclin’d ; 

Much buffetted by some foul fiend, 

Too often wrote what thou must mend. 
** God hath his will to us made plain, 


Our orthodoxy sound denies ; 

** God hath exalted high his Son, 

To reign forever on his throne, 
That in his name all knees shall bow, 
And tongues confess the loyal vow ; 
jn heav’n, on, or under earth, 

All creatures God has given birth, 

A willing worship long shall pay, 
And live an everlasting day’? — 
Erase the whole ; such things as these 
Our heretics do greatly please. 


Hadst thou believ’d all human kind, 

At last the Saviour’s grace would find, 
Couldst thou have plainer wrote than here 
Thou hast? Couldst thou have been more clear? 
** It pleased God, the Father well, 
All falness in his Son should dwell; 

And having peace made by his cross, 

To reconcile from sin and dross, 

Unto himself all things in heaven 

And earth ; for all to Christ were given.” 
All this strike out; supply its place 

With what will limit saving grace. 

Tis all in vain! for here are more 

As wrong as those we've seen before. 

** God will have all men sav’d, and know 
The truth, and grace he does bestow ; 
Jesus himself a ransom gave 

Yor all mankind, that they might live,” 
Ah blessed saint, we've cause to fear 





Thy mind on earth was not so clear, 

As now in bliss ; where thou must know 
Millions to endless mis’ry go ; 

Where all your blissful pleasures rise 

From flames of hell, which light your skies. 
But here on earth the saints complain, 
That you should write so auch in vain. 
Nay worse; for heretics depend 


On you, their doctrine to defend. B. 


FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


YOUTH. 
WHAT is it like? tis like a flower, 
That opens to the morning sun, 
That’s lovely to the eye an hour, 
When lo, its blushing beauty’s gone. 


> Tis like a dream, when fancy reigns, 
And spreads her airy mantle round, 
Imagina.ion rules the brains, 

And judgment lies in sleep profound. 


*Tis like a fragile bark when tost, 
High bounding o’er the restless wave, 
That’s in a moment wreck’d and lost 
Forever in a watery grave. 


Tis like the spring when verdure yields 

A pleasing prospect to the eye, 

When vestments, through a thousand fields, 
Lose, by summer suns, their dye. 


*Tis like the infant ice laid o’er 
The peaceful bosom of the lake, 
Where boys, adventurous from the shore, 
Their sudden, wofu) exit make. 


*Tis like a faithless promise’s lure, 
Which prospects paints to fancy’s eye, 
And renders disappointment sure, 
Which leaves the lamp of hope to die. 


Are s.antled in a murky shroud. B. 








FROM THE (N.¥.) GOSPEL HERALD. 





Mr. Enrror,—in lately reading a sermon by the Rev. 
John Wesley on Free Grace, the following extracts 
struck me as the most sublime in thought, the most tre- 
mendously eloquent, of any thing I had ever met with. 
Should you think them worthy of a place in the Gospel 
Herald, | have no doubt you will please many of your 
readers, who may have never perused the sermon. 

GAMMA. 

After inimitably introducing the subject of the Calvin- 
istic Election, he thus proceeds :— 

** Call it by what uname you please ; Election, Prete- 
tition, Predestination, or Reprobation, it comes to the 
same thing. The sense is painly this; by virtue of an 
eternal, unchangeable, irresistible decree of God, one 
part of mankind are imfallibly saved, and the rest infal- 
libly damned, it being impossible that any of the form- 
er should be dmned, or that any of the latter should 
be saved,” 

He proceeded to show that this doctrine is derogatory 
to God’s honour and glory, and that it is full of blasphe- 
my; * Of such blasphemy,” said he, ‘ as I should dread 
to mention, but that the honour of our gracious God, and 
the cause of truth, will not suffer me to be silent. Sach 
blasphemy this, that it represents the Most Holy God as 
worse than the devil; as more false, more cruel, and 
more unjust. More false, because the devil, liar as he 
is, hath never said he willeth all mavkind to be saved ; 
more unjust, because the devil cannot, if he would, be 
guilty of such injustice as you ascribe to God, when you 
say, that God condemned millions of souls to everlasting 
fire for continuing in sin, which, for want of that grace 
he will not give them, they cannot avoid ; and more cru- 


el, because that unbappy -pirit * seeketh rest, ond tind- 
eth none,’ so that his own restles* misery is.a kind of 
temptation to him to tempt others. But God ‘ resteth in 
his high and holy place ;” so that to suppose him, out of 
his mere motion, of his pure will and pleasure, happy as 
he is, to doom his creatures, whether they will or not, 
to endless misery, is to impute such cruelty to hin, as 
we cannot inipute even to the great enemy of God and 
man. It is to represent the Most High God as more cru- 
el, false, and unjust than the devil! 

‘* This is the blasphemy clearly contained in the hor- 
rible decree of Predestination And here 1 fix my foot.— 
On this | join issue with every asserter of it. You rep- 
resent God as worse than the devil. But yousay, you 
will prove it by scripture. Hold! What will you prove 
by scripture? That God is worse than Satan? {It can- 
not be. Let the Scripture mean what it will, it can- 
not mean that the Judge of all the world is unjust.— 
No scripture can mean that God is not love, or that his 
mercy is not over all his works: that is, whatever it 
prove beside, no scripture can prove predestination.— 

* This is the blasphemy for which I abhor the doctrine 
of Predestination; a doctrine, upon the supposition of 
which, if one could possibly suppose it for a moment, 
call it election, reprebation, or what you please, (for all 
comes to the same thing) one might say to our adversa- 
ry the devil, ‘ Thou fool, why dost thou roar about any 
longer? Hearest thou not, that God hath taken thy 
work out of thine hands, and that he doth it more effec- 
tually? Thou, with all thy principalities and powers, 
canst only so assault that we may resist thee ; but be 
can irresistibly destroy both body and soul in hell!— 
Thou canst only entice ; but his unchangevble decree to 
leave thousands of sculs in death, compels them to con- 
tinue in sin untill they drop into everlasting burnings. 
Thou temptest ; he forceth us to be damned, for we can- 
not resist his will. Thou fool! Why goest thou about 
any longer, seeking whom thou mayest devour? Hear- 
est thou not that God is the devouring lion, the destroy- 
er of souls, and the murderer of men? Moloch caused 
only children to pass through the fire, and the fire was 
soon quenched ; for that corruptible body being con- 
sumed, its torments were at at an end ; but God, thou 
art told, by his eternal decree, fixed before they had 
done good or evil, causes not only children of a span 
Jony, but the parents also, to pass through the fire of hell ; 
that fire which never shall be quenched ; and the body 
which is cast thereinto, being now incorruptible and im- 


nipresent, almighty tyrant. And whether ye flee. or 
stay, | call heaven, his throne, and earth, footstool, to 
witness against you: ye shall perish, ye shall die eter- 
nally! Sing, O hell! and rejoice, ye that are under the 
earth ! for God, even the Mighty God, hath spoken, and 
devoted to death thousands of souls, from the rising of 
the sun, unto the going down thereof. Here, O death, 
is thy sting! They shall not, cannot escape, for the 
mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. Here, O Grave, is 
thy victory ! Nations yet unborn, or ere they have done 
good or evil, are doomed, never to see the light of life, 
but thon shalt gnaw uponthem for ever. Let al] those 
morning stars sing together who fell with Lucifer, son 
of the morning! Let all the sons of bell shout for joy ; 
fer the decree is past, and who sball annul it ?° 
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FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE, 
A SERMON, delivered at the Dedication of 


the Universalist Meeting House in Roxbury, Jan. 4th, 
1821, by Hosea Banxor, of Boston,—Text, Malechi 
ili. 10; ** Bring ye all the tithes anto the store-house, 
that there may be meat in mine house, und prove me 
now herewith, sarth the Lord of hosts, if F will not 
open you the windows of heaven, and pour you eul « 
blessing, that there shailnot be room enough lo receive 
“.”* 

A SERMON, delivered before the Universal- 
ist Society in Stoughton, Mass. May 29,1820.—By Rev. 
JosHuA FLAGG, ministering at Scituat:. 


The Trial; Calvin and Hopkins vs. the Bible 


rand Common Sense.—Price 25 cents. 
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H i That he to Christ hog things will gain, Tis like the falling snow, you've seen mortal, will be ever consuming and never consumed ; : 
Hi] All things in heav’n and earth as one, Descending frome frecen aiid but the smoke of their torment, because it is God’s good { 
He Shall gather’d be in Christ his Son.” Wh tes th, re ” pleasure, ascendeth up for ever and ever. 
ii Strange error this ; for were it so, ee ee eee See *O, how woukl the enemy of God and man rejoice 
{ i Sure none would suffer endless woe. It disappears, is seen no more. to hear ep ae were = Band wtp a y up a 
i With what will doom mankind to hell. Reflected from an evening cloud, er will ye flee? into heaven? He is there. Down to 4 
But here again, thy pen unwise, Which, facing at the approach of night, hell? Heis there also. Ye cannot flee from an om- s 


